for Release Afternoon Papers i
Thursday, June 27, 1940 . R=-880

U, S, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
Weshington-

LUGGAGE AND LEA{L'HER GOODS INDUSTRY COMMITTEE -

' RECOM(ENDS 35~CENT MINIMUM WAGE
The Luggage and Leather Goods Industry Comnittee today sent an informal report
to Colonel Philip B, Fleming, Administrator, .Wage and Hour Division, U, S. Depart-
ment of Labor, informing him that it had voted to recommend & 'minimwn wage of 35
cents an hour for the industry,. o

The committee also advised Cglonel Fleming that it had adopted a. resolut:;).on’
requesting the Administrator to ceall this committee or another together 6 months
after the effective date of any wage order for the éurpose of reconsidering the
minimum wage for the industry,.

Should the 3b=-cent minimum be approved by ’che Administrator after a public
hearing, in which interested perties may appcar’ in support or opposﬂzlon to the
proposal, it would inerease the howrly wage retes of approxlmately 4, 900 workers )
in the luggage and leather goods. industry. The total number of workers employed in
the industry aggregates 18,250, |

The announcement that the committeo hod remched o decision to recommend 35 cents
we.s contained in a letter rec;eived by Coloncl Flezﬁiné from John J. Murray, Boston
atkorney, who seﬁed as-‘a public member and chairmen of the committec, The letter
followss
"Colonel Philip B. Fleming
Administrator
Woge end Hour Division
Ues Se Deportment of Labor
Woshington, D. C.

Decar Coloncl Fleming :

Industry Committee Noe 13 for the Luggage and Leathor Goods Industry under the

Fair Lobor Standards Act today by unanimous vote decided to recommend & minimum woge

of 35 ccnts em hour for employeces ongoged in the manufacturc of luggoge and leather
goods covered by the definition for the Luggage and Lecther Goods Industry.
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"The committec clso adopted a resolution requesting the administrator to call
this or anothor committce together six months after thc effecctive date of any wage
order for the purpose of rcconsidering the minimum wage for the industry.

"Economists of the Wage and Hour Division informed the committec that the 35-
cent rate will result in an hourly wage increasc for approximately 4,900 workers,
The number of workers cmployed in the industry eggregates 18,250,

"Whilc the committoc voted sgainst scgregation of the luggage and miscellaneous
leather goods divisions of the industry, the 35-cent ratc will meon o wage increase
for 1,800 workers in the luggage division ond 3,100 workers in the miscellancous
leather goods division,

"The 35-cont recommendation was voted Wednesdey afternoon, June 26, at the
close of a scssion which opened at 10:00 AM,, Mondey, June 24, Thc session was
devoted to the discussion of cvidence prescnted by the stoff of the Wage and Hour
Division and the Burcau of Labor Statistics as woll as the contentions made by
ropresentatives of both cmployers end labor organizations who arc members of the
cormittee,

"411 the members of the comaittee attended the meeting at which the vote on
the recormendation wes token., They are, in addition to myself:

For the Public: For tho Employees:

arry We Newburger, New York, N, Y. Semuel Ladermen, Chicago, Ill,

George Thomes Brown, Washington, D.Ce Isracl Joscph Levitsky, Philedelphis, Pa.
Tipton Re Sravely, Charlottesvills, Va, Ee. Aes Barkor, Poctersburg, Va.

William Go Rice, Jr., Madison, Wisce. John Peterson, Racinc, Wisc,

Josoph Ae McClain, Jr,, St. Louis, Mo, Jock Weisclberg, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Ae M, Router, St. Louis, Mo,
For the Employcrss
George S Bernard, Petersburg, Voo
Stanley Klein, Cincinnati, Ohio
S. He Lifton, New York, Ne. Y.
Robert He Rolfs, West Bend, Wisc,
Louis Lefkowitz, New Brunewick, N, J,
Milton W, Doub, New York, N. Y,
Yours sincercly,

John J, Murroy
Cheirmn™
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