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* RECOMiffiNDS 35-CEMT MINIMUM WAGE - •y . • , ' ' : • ' ' ! 7 ' : " ' ' ' p l ' • ."iP-

The Luggage and Leather Goods Indus t ry Coraraittee today s e n t an informal r e p o r t 

t o Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming, AcJministrator, Y'/age and Hour Di 'vision, U. S. Depart­

ment of Labor, informing him t h a t i t had voted t o reconmend a minimum vnage of 35 

cen ts an hour for the i n d u s t r y . ,% '̂»':-'•- ."*'"•": "',' ';• •-; ,..-..';,..,. i^,,. 

The coaunittee a l so advised Colonel Fleming t h a t i t had adopted a r e s o l u t i o n - .-•, 

r e q u e s t i n g tho Acbiijiistra'tor to c a l l t h i s comraittee or another t o g e t h e r 6 months ,. 

a f t e r t h e e f f e c t i v e date of any wago order for the purpose of r econs ide r i ng t h e 

minimum wage for the indus t ry . - . j^ , ; . ' . . .•. 'y-7..j7i. «." •: i 

Should t h e 35-cent minimum be approved by t h e Adminis t ra tor a f t e r a pub l i c •. : 

h e a r i n g , in v/hich i n t e r e s t e d part ies^ may a p p e a r ' i n support or oppos i t ion t o the ' p y 

proposal , ' i t would incroaso the hour ly wago r a t o s of approximately 4,900 workers *.; • 

in, t h e luggage and l e a t h e r goods ind i i s t ry . The t o t a l number of workers employed in 

t h e i n d u s t r y aggregates 18 ,250. 

The announcement t l i a t the committee had reached a dec i s ion to recommend 35 cents 

•was conta ined in a l e t t e r r ece ived by Colonol Flemijig from Jolm J . Murray, Boston 

a t t o r n e y , who servod a s - a pub l i c monber end. chairman of tho conraattoo. The l o t t o r 

fo l lows : • ••''-'' 

"Colonel Philip B. Fleming.' 
Adminis t ra tor , 
Wage and Hour Di-vision 
U, S. Department of Labor . " 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Colonel Planing : 

Indus t iy Committeo No. 13 for t h e Luggage and Leather Goods Indus t ry under the 
P a i r Labor Standf-'rds Act today by unanimous -voto decided to recommend a m.inimi;mi wago 
of 35 cents an hour for employees ong-r.gcd i n tho manufacture of luggage and l e a t h o r 
goods covered by the d o f i n i t i o n for the Luggage and Leather Goods I n d u s t r y . 

^ - ^ ' - " ' ' - - - • ^ ' - ^ • * ^ - ' i^-y^".:^....,,:. ...£..̂ .:i-j . . . . . ., ^.....:j^.t;^;:Ji^t..i.^.aaak^ 
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"Thc committeo a l so adopted a r e s o l u t i o n r e q u e s t i n g the ..-administrator to c a l l 
t h i s or another committeo togo-thor s i x months a f t e r the e f f e c t i v e date of any vrago 
ordor for the purpose of rc ;consider ing tho minimum v/agc for t h e i n d u s t r y . 

"Economists of the Yiagc rJid HoTor Di'vision informed t h e committeo t h a t the 35 -
cent r a t e v d l l r e s u l t in an hour ly v/ago i nc rea se for approximately 4,900 v/orkers , 
Tho number of v/orters enployed in tho i n d u s t r y aggrega tes 18 ,250 , 

"YVhilc tho committee voted a g a i n s t segrega t ion of the l-jggago and miscel loneous 
l e a t h e r goods di-visions of t h e i n d u s t r y , the 35-cent r a t e w i l l mean a wage i nc rea se 
for 1,800 v/orkers in the luggage d i 'v is ion and 3,100 vrorkers in t h e miscellcjicous 
l e a t h e r goods d i v i s i o n , 

"The 35-cont rocomi-iendation was voted Wednesday a f t e rnoon , June 26, a t the 
c lose of a s e s s ion v/hich opened a t 10:00 A.M., Monday, Juno 24 , Tho sess ion v/as 
devoted to tho d i scuss ion of evidonco p resen ted by t ho s t a f f of tho Yfogo and Hour 
Div i s ion and the Bureau of Labor S t a t i s t i c s as v/cll as the con ten t ions made by 
roprOSouta t ives of both employers rnd l abor o rgan iza t ions who are members of the 
c o n n i t t e e . 

"Al l tho mombers of the comnit tee a t t ended the meeting a t whdch t h e voto on 
the rocorinondation v/cs t a k e n . They a r o , in a d d i t i o n t o myself : 

For the P u b l i c : For tho Employ?5es: " nPl •-̂ yy--: t.i:. . 

Harry W, Nev/burgor, New York, N. Y, Samuel Ladei-Tion, Chicago, 111 , 
George Thomas Brov/n, Yfeshington, D.C. I s r a e l Joseph Lev i t sky , P h i l a d e l p h i a , Pa . 
Tipton E. Snavely, Chj : . r lo t tosvi l le , Va. E, A, Barker , P e t e r s b u r g , Va. 
William G. R i c e , J r . , Madison, Wise, John P e t e r s o n , Racine, V,'isc. 
Joseph A. McClain, J r . , S t . Louis , Mo. Jack Wciselborg, Brooklyn, N, Y, . 

A. M, Router , S t . Lou i s , Mo, 

For tho Employers: 

George S. Bernard, Pe t e r sbu rg , V a . ' 
i.r*,::r-: î '̂ y ' •:. S tonloy Kloiji, C i n c i n n a t i , Ohio .• .-•..':-. yyi 
' ' " ' • . - ' - • • ' S. H. L i f t o n , Now York, N. Y. 

. .;., , • ' Eobert H. R o l f s , West Bend, 'i7iso. „-, .. .^r;-. v;.;--' 
Louis Lcfkov/itz, Ncv; Bruncv/ick, N. J . 
Milton W. Daub, New York, N. Y, - ..... . - . . . -

Yours s i n c e r e l y , 

Jolin J , Murray 
Chairjuan" 
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